Chemotherapy of primary (in situ) testicular tumours: response in advanced metastatic disease.
Five patients in whom primary testicular tumours were left in situ during chemotherapy for extensive metastatic disease are described. In four patients, the response of the primary and secondary tumour was comparable. In the fifth a small tumour in the testis became palpable during chemotherapy at the same time as metastases, and regressed on treatment. One possible explanation for the latter observation is protection from chemotherapy of a small, possibly partly intratubular primary, by the blood-testis barrier.